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day on which war was finally declared with
Turkey, promising that if the Arabs assisted Eng-
land in the War, England would guarantee that no
international intervention would take place in
Arabia, and would give the Arabs every assistance
against foreign aggression. It is clear that the
promise given to the Sherif of Mecca by His
Majesty's Government was not intended to cover
any territory beyond what was ordinarily known as
Arabia before the War, for on the very same day an
Indian Expeditionary Force landed at Fao, and the
series of operations began which ended with the
British occupation of the whole of Mesopotamia.
It was not indeed until the following year that the
Sherif made his claim to an Arab kingdom which
was to include the whole of the Arab countries.
Simultaneously with the declaration of war
against Turkey the Government of India pro-
claimed that no question of a religious character
was involved in the War, and that the Holy Places
of Arabia, including the Holy Shrines of Mesopo-
tamia and the port of Jeddah, would be immune
from attack or molestation by British naval and
military forces so long as there was no interference
with Indian pilgrims. At the same time the
Sherif was informed by His Majesty's Government
that Great Britain would not change her tradition-
ally friendly attitude towards the Arabs unless they
actually assisted Turkish invaders of territory in
British occupation.
Matters rested here until July 1915, when the
Sherif of Mecca, on his own initiative, opened
negotiations with a view to joining the Allies in the
War and throwing off Turkish domination. I
should explain that no other Arab ruler had ac-